
Exp 3:  Analysis

PART 1 (TA DEMONSTRATION)
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Consider significant figures:  Keep one more significant figure 

than your measured values allow …
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Every measured quantity in your equation must appear under the 

radical (square root).  Note that when a quantity is raised to a

power (D2) the exponent is inside the parentheses.
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Round uncertainty to one significant figure, unless it is the number one.

If it is the number one, keep two significant figures.

( ) 310.070.21 cmVV ±=± δ

When you propagate error, the uncertainty of the quantity,  δV, determines the significant figures of 

the quantity, V.  The precision of each value must match (e.g., hundredths).
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Consider significant figures:  Keep one more significant figure 

than your values allow …
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Every measured quantity in your equation must 

appear under the radical (square root).
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Round uncertainty to one significant figure, unless it is the number one.

If it is the number one, keep two significant figures.
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When you propagate error, the uncertainty of the quantity,  δρ, determines the significant 

figures of the quantity, ρ.  

The precision of each value must match (e.g., thousandths).


